
About Purgatory 
Belief in purgatory is that any sins we die with unconfessed, must be paid for 
(purged from us), by a purifying fire before we are allowed into heaven. 
   However, if everyone can have a ‘second chance’ of getting into heaven 
through purgatory, why would God come to earth as Jesus, and die to pay for our 
sins? -- Why not simply have each person go to purgatory? 
    Answer: nothing people can do – while on earth or after death -- can wipe 
away sin. They may pay for the consequences of their sin, but that never removes 
it. All that is required for access to heaven is (1) a sincere belief that Jesus made full payment for all our sin – and (2) 
we humbly and gratefully accept that gift of His sacrifice for us. God’s plan has made it easy for all.  
   God’s plan is perfect and easy for all. The Bible says that we all sin, that Jesus died to pay for all our sins, then rose 
from the grave, proving that He is God. The Bible says that whoever believes this, is given Christ’s righteousness and 
entry to heaven: “For God so loved the world, He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him, will not perish, but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Jesus paid fully for all sin – known and unknown, intentional and unintentional. All it 
takes to have eternal life is to believe and accept! 1st John 1:9 also explains this: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” So, first we confess what sins we know 
we’re guilty of, but Jesus will purify us from all the rest of our sins, too – those we don’t even know to confess! 

Example: the thief crucified next to Christ simply knew that he’d sinned, believed that Jesus was God and was 
assured of entry into Heaven: “Jesus said to him, ‘Truly, today you will be with me in paradise’” (Luke 23:43). That 
thief immediately went to heaven after death; he wasn’t required to go to a place to suffer to pay for his sins after 
death by crucifixion. He didn’t even confess his sins to Jesus. Jesus didn’t say the thief would be sent to a place to be 
purified to pay off his sin; Jesus assured the thief of entry into heaven by believing.  

Purgatory falsely teaches that what Christ did by his death is insufficient. That blasphemes God and the gospel. There 
is no use for a purgatory, because there is no possibility it would help after death, as Jesus explains in John 8:24: “if 
you do not believe that I am God, you will die in your sins.” 

HISTORY REVEALS TRUTH:  It was not until more than 200 years after Jesus’s resurrection that the Church created 
the concept of purgatory. Up until then, the church taught that the only way to heaven was through Jesus. Neither 
Jesus nor the apostles nor prophets ever spoke or wrote of purgatory.  
      Rome claims that the Church (despite there being no written scripture about purgatory), during those first two 
centuries believed in purgatory “because it prayed for the dead.” In fact, the opposite is proven by the written 
prayers from the 1st two centuries and inscriptions on graves: these show that the early Church viewed deceased 
Christians as living in peace and happiness – as scripture promised. Prayers offered by church members were for the 
deceased to have an even greater joy -- not to help them to work off their sins or be purified and later enter heaven; 
they were already there. 
     Some misinterpret 1st Peter 3:18-20 when Jesus entered hell, speaking ‘to the spirits in prison…’– saying this 
means He preached to the dead, to bring them to heaven. But Jesus is proclaiming victory to demons who had made 
humans so sinful during the 100+ years while Noah built the ark – demons which caused all people except Noah’s 
family to be destroyed by a flood. This passage is solely about Noah’s time; otherwise Jesus would have also 
preached to other sinners of Old Testament times such as residents of Sodom and Gomorrah who died without 
salvation. It’s about Jesus proclaiming victory over the demons -- not telling humans they have a second chance. 

HOW TO GET INTO HEAVEN is done only by faith in Christ, not by good works in life or by punishment after death: 
Heaven is a gift, not something we earn in this life or after death. Romans 6:23 explains it clearly: “…the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ” and in 1st Peter 3:18 “For Christ died for sins once for all -- the just for the 
unjust.” Please read Eternity and Life on SheriffNet for more information. God wants you in heaven with Him! 
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